
Have you ever won- 
dered what happens 
to all of those tires on 
cars, bicycles, motor- 
cycles, go-carts (and 
anything else that has 
wheels) when they 
eventually wear out?

You may have used a 
backyard tire swing or 
driven on a tire-lined 
go-cart track. Maybe 
you have seen them in  
huge trash piles wait-
ing to be hauled away. 
What an UGLY sight.

The people of Kansas have come up with 
some VERY creative and unbelievable uses 
for old tires!

Have you ever been to a playground that 
had a rubbery surface covering the ground  
instead of sand, gravel or mulch?  That 
surface is made from recycled rubber 
from tires!  Each square “tile” is typically 2 
feet by 2 feet and uses almost four scrap 
passenger tires per tile.  Each tile also gives 
the playground some cushiony protection 
in case someone falls or jumps off of the 
equipment. 

This recycled tire surface also allows 
children with limited physical abilities to 
safely enjoy the playground.  It is almost 
impossible to get a wheelchair through sand 
or gravel without getting stuck!  The recycled 
tire surface is also BUG free – wood mulch 
surfaces attract termites, crickets, spiders, 
and roaches and often have to be sprayed 
with insecticides to keep those bugs away.   
Not all playgrounds are made of tiles. Some 
are made of crumb rubber that is poured 
into place and forms the surface of the 
playground.

You may have walked on some of these 

recycled rubber surfaces right here in 
Kansas! Have you been to Gage Park in 
Topeka? Or the running track at the High 
School in the Seaman School District near 
Topeka? Maybe you’ve been to Seneca Park 
in Wichita?  Have you seen the Earth Ship 
that the Prairie Band Potowatamie Nation 
is building out of old tires near Mayetta?

If you know of a place that uses recycled 
tires as a surface in your community, let us 
know!  Send us your picture along with the 
location of the recycled tire surface, and 
we’ll try to feature it in our next issue of 
Kansas Kids Can!  
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Large tires from a truck or tractor can 
be cleaned up and put down on the ground 
and fi lled with sand for a great sandbox!

Energy, used tires, playground mats, 

planters, tire swings, bumpers, 

sandboxes, carpet padding, guard 

rails, fl oor mats and tiles.
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Anthony
Chapman
Cimarron
Coldwater
Columbus
Council Grove
Derby
Emporia
Goodland

Great Bend
Greensburg
Harper
Hays
Hugoton
Humboldt
Kansas City (including: 
Lenexa, Overland Park, 
Shawnee)

Kingman
Kiowa
Larned
Lawrence
Leavenworth
Liberal
Lyons
Manhattan
Marion

Newton
Pratt
Rossville
Salina
Sawyer
Topeka
Washington
Wellington
Wichita

Map Search

KANSAS TOWNS THAT HAVE TIRE DISPOSAL CENTERS:
Find out where you 
can dispose of tires. 
Draw a circle around 
the towns on the 
map that dispose of 
tires. Which one is 
closest to you?

MAKIN’ TRACKS
Tire Recycling at Work!

What happens to 
those tires 
when you are 
done with 
them?

Many playground surfaces are 
made out of recycled shredded 
tires. 
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Old tires can be used for holding plants 
of all kinds, they retain moisture and 
the sun‛s heat. 

Leavenworth

Leavenworth

Photos courtesy Bret Russell at Little Tikes.

Recycled rubber tiles add 
cushiony protection



The most important thing to remember about 
those old, used tires is:  

Please dispose of them properly!
When your mom or dad get new tires for your 
family car, motorcycle, boat trailer or farm 
tractor, make sure that the old tires stay at the 
store where they purchase the new tires.  The 
salesperson at the store will make sure that the 
old tires go to the proper place, the ‘tire monofi ll.’  
It’s like a landfi ll but only for old worn-out tires.  
The people who work at the tire monofi ll can do 
lots of things with those tires.  Some tires are 

Do you know where your tires have been?
See if you can unscramble all of these 
critters.

1. kksnu ______________________________

2. illomadar ___________________________

3. sumopos ____________________________

4. quirsrel ____________________________

5. rede _______________________________

6. asken ______________________________

7. letrut ______________________________

Old Tires Quiz
Test Yourself! How many things can you list 
that are made from recycled tires? Use the 
articles of Kansas Kids Can to help you. Give 
yourself 5 points for each answer. Answers on 
the back.

1. _____________  6.  ______________

2. _____________  7.  ______________

3. _____________  8.  ______________

4. _____________  9.  ______________

5. _____________  10.  ______________

SEND IT IN! Send in this page with your 
information and a photo of yourself and we will 
print everything we can. See if your favorite place 
to vacation wins! 
Mail in this page to: Kansas Kids Can, 1000 SW 
Jackson, Suite 320, Topeka, KS 66612.
Name ________________________________
School ________________________________
Address ______________________________
_____________________________________
City _____________ State ___  Zip ______

Recycling is important to me because ________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Tire Piles are BUZZING!
Did you know that old tires left 
sitting around your home collect 
water when it rains or when the 
sprinkler is on?  AND, did you know 
that mosquitoes lay their eggs in 
standing water around your home?  
(Like in the water that is standing 
in those old used up tires!)  AND, 
did you know that those eggs hatch 
and produce mosquitoes?  It makes 
me itch just thinking about it!  But 
even worse, it could make you sick!  
West Nile Virus is in Kansas, and  is 
spread to us when a mosquito that 
carries the virus bites us.  (They 
actually get it from birds that have 
West Nile Virus – they bite the 
bird, and get the virus.  I always 
wondered if the birds itch when 
they get mosquito bites . . .)  Not all 
mosquitoes carry West Nile Virus, 

but since we can‛t tell which ones 
actually have it, we have to be extra 
careful during mosquito season to 
protect ourselves from being bitten 
by those pesky buzzers.  

Here‛s what YOU can do:  
• Try not to be outdoors at dawn 

or dusk when mosquitoes are 
most active.

• Wear mosquito repellant with 
DEET (I know, it is smelly – but it 
works!).

• Remove standing water around 
your home.  (Take those used up 
piles of tires to a tire disposal 
center!)

• Swat those skeeters!

Doin’ time in theTire Landfi ll!
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sold again as used tires.  Others can be ground 
up and used as fuel at power stations that 
generate electricity.  Still others can be made in 
to other things like playground mats (see Makin’ 
Tracks).  
It’s important for our environment to recycle as 
many tires as possible because the rubber in 
tires doesn’t ever break down.  Imagine 100 
years from now fi nding an old tire, and it will look 
exactly the same!  In 2003, almost 300 million 
old tires where thrown away in the United States.  
Now that’s a lot of rubber that could be turned 
into many other useful things! 
What creative things can YOU think of to do with 
old tires?  Send us your thoughts and a picture 
of yourself and we will try to use it in upcoming 
issues of Kansas Kids Can!


